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“ I t  i s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  o u r  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r .  O u r  p r e s c h o o l  y e a r  i s  w i n d i n g  d o w n  a n d

m a n y  o f  o u r  p r e s c h o o l e r s  w i l l  b e  o f f  t o  k i n d e r g a r t e n  i n  t h e  f a l l .  R e m e m b e r ,  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l  i s

a  n a t u r a l  p r o g r e s s i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  m o s t  w i l l  b e  v e r y  r e a d y  t o  g o .   T o  h e l p  y o u r  c h i l d  l o o k

f o r w a r d  t o  a  n e w  s c h o o l ,  b e  s u r e  t o  t a l k  p o s i t i v e l y  a b o u t  a t t e n d i n g  k i n d e r g a r t e n .  T a l k  o f t e n

a b o u t  m a k i n g  n e w  f r i e n d s ,  l e a r n i n g  n e w  t h i n g s ,  g r o w i n g  u p ,  a n d  b e c o m i n g  a  “ b i g  b o y  o r  g i r l . ”

P l a n  t o  a t t e n d  y o u r  s c h o o l ’ s  o r i e n t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d ,  v i s i t  y o u r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  a n d  r e a d ,

r e a d ,  r e a d  t o  y o u r  c h i l d  o v e r  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s .  H e a d  S t a r t  “ t r a n s i t i o n  b a g s ”  c o n t a i n  s o m e

t e r r i f i c  i d e a s  f o r  l e a r n i n g  n e w  t h i n g s  a n d  h a v i n g  b i g  f u n .  W e  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  e n t r u s t i n g  y o u r

c h i l d  t o  u s  t h i s  y e a r .  W e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  o u r  c a r e  a n d  h a v e

s e e n  g r o w t h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  s k i l l  a c q u i s i t i o n  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s .  W e  h a v e  a l s o

w i t n e s s e d  h o w  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  g r o w n  i n  t h e  w a y  t h e y  d e a l  w i t h  f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c a r e  a n d

c o n c e r n  t h e y  e x p r e s s  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e i n g  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  f i r s t  a n d  m o s t

i m p o r t a n t  t e a c h e r  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  u s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  y o u r  c h i l d .  W e  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  W e  f e e l  a  c l o s e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  o u r  p a r e n t s  a n d  s e n d  y o u  o u r  b e s t

w i s h e s .  H o o r a h  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s ! ! !  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t .  H a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  s a f e

s u m m e r !
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FAMILY ADVOCATE CORNER B y :  D e v o n  S h e i l d s

“ C a n  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  i s  a l m o s t  o v e r ?  Y o u  t r u l y  h a v e

c o n t r i b u t e d  a  l o t  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u r  s c h o o l !

 

B e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  c o m e s ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  y o u  s o m e

s u r v i v a l  t i p s  f o r  s u m m e r .  M o s t  o f  u s  f e e l  r e l i e v e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e

s c h o o l  y e a r  o u r  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a  s a f e  p l a c e  t o  s t a y  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  b u t ,

w h a t  d o  w e  d o  f o r  s u m m e r  c h i l d  c a r e ?  W e l l ,  h e r e  a r e  s o m e  h e l p f u l

i d e a s :

 

· F a m i l y  a n d  F r i e n d s -  w e  t r u l y  h a v e  t o  b e  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e m  e v e r y  d a y

b u t ,  d u r i n g  s u m m e r  w e  h a v e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  m a k e  a  h u g e

d i f f e r e n c e  w h e n  t h e y  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  c a r e  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  W e  c a n

m a k e  a  c a l e n d a r  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y ,  s o  e v e r y b o d y  c a n  h e l p

w i t h  o u r  l i t t l e  o n e ’ s  c a r e  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  h a v e  s o m e  t i m e  t o  r u n

t h e i r  e r r a n d  o r  h a v e  s o m e  w e l l  d e s e r v e  f r e e  t i m e .  E x .  1 s t  w e e k :

G r a n d p a r e n t s  a n d  2 n d  w e e k :  F r i e n d .  Y o u  c a n  a l s o  o f f e r  t o  c o v e r  a n y

e x p e n s e s  o f  y o u r  c h i l d .  R e m e m b e r  t o  a s s i s t  t h e m  a s  w e l l  i f  t h e y  h a v e

c h i l d r e n  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  a l s o .  

· S h a r e  y o u r  s i t t e r s -  I f  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w  h a v e  a  s i t t e r  t h a t  i s

t r u s t a b l e ,  w h y  d o n  s h a r e  t h e  e x p e n s e s  a n d  h a v e  t h e  s i t t e r  t a k e  c a r e

o f  b o t h  f a m i l i e s ’  c h i l d r e n ?  B e l i e v e  m e  t h a t  y o u  a n d  y o u r  f r i e n d  w i l l

s a v e  s o m e  m o n e y  d u r i n g  s u m m e r .  Y o u  c a n  o f f e r  t h e  s i t t e r  t o  s w i t c h

h o u s e  e a c h  w e e k  a n d  w h o e v e r  h o s t  t h e  h o u s e  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  t h a t  w e e k

c a n  c o v e r  t h e  m e a l s  f o r  t h e  w e e k  ( b r e a k f a s t ,  s n a c k s  a n d  l u n c h e s ) .

· S p o r t s  a n d  s u m m e r  c a m p s -  a r e  a n  o b v i o u s  o p t i o n  f o r  e v e r y b o d y .  I f  y o u

a c t  e a r l y  s o m e  l o c a l  c i t i e s  s u m m e r  c a m p s  o r  s p o r t  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  o f f e r

s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  l o w e r  t h e  c o s t .  M o s t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  o p t i o n  i s  a p p l i c a b l e

f o r  c h i l d r e n  5  y r s .  o r  o l d e r .  

· S u m m e r  V P K  –  D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  i f  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  r e a d y  t o  t r a n s i t i o n  t o

k i n d e r g a r t e n  n e x t  s c h o o l  y e a r  a n d  i f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  u s e d  y o u r  V P K

v o u c h e r  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  y o u  c a n  r e q u e s t  i t  f o r  s u m m e r ?  T h e

b e s t  p a r t  i s  t h a t  m u l t i p l e  p l a c e s  a r o u n d  y o u  w i l l  o f f e r  f r e e  V P K

p r o g r a m s .  

 

F i n a l l y ,  I  h o p e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  h a s  a  g r e a t  a n d  s a f e  s u m m e r !  M y  l a s t

s u m m e r  t i p  w i l l  b e  i n  r e g a r d s  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  s u m m e r  m e a l s .  V o l u s i a

C o u n t y  h a s  a  F r e e  S u m m e r  M e a l s  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p l a c e s

n e a r  u s  t h a t  w i l l  o f f e r  i t .  T h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  s e r v e ,  a t  n o  c o s t ,  c h i l d r e n

1 8  y r s .  a n d  u n d e r .  Y o u  c a n  v i s i t  t h i s  s i t e  t o  f i n d  a  l o c a t i o n  n e a r  y o u :

h t t p s : / / w w w . s u m m e r f o o d f l o r i d a . o r g / P a r e n t s - a n d - F a m i l i e s / F i n d - a - S i t e

 

 

 

https://www.summerfoodflorida.org/Parents-and-Families/Find-a-Site
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 A NOTE FROM THE TEACHERS

HEAD START

It has truly been an amazing journey to see how our small mustard seeds have blossomed

since August. Where does the time go? As we prepare to close this year out it has truly

been great getting to know each and every one of you. It has been a year of trial and error

with COVID19. We have endured the many challenges that were placed upon us and we can

truly say we weathered the storm together.  Even though it was challenging we were able to

make things happen for our children and families. We want to thank each and every one of

you, because without you we couldn’t have met the challenges that were placed upon us. 

We will finish the year out with the following Study, Getting Ready for Kindergarten. We

will continue to go over listening rules, Fair ways to play and Ways to Calm Down Techniques

from our Second Step Lesson. Parents you can continue to help your child learn more by

reading to him/her daily and discussing the characters in the story, what happen first,

second and last in the story. Allow them to share what they like most or least about the

story. Make it fun!

Always remember you are your child’s first teacher.

You make the difference in the lives of your child(ren).

Have a safe and enjoyable summer! Good Luck in Kindergarten!! 

Returning students, we will   you in August.  

Mrs. Stephanie and Ms. Keyanna

Dear Parents,

As we welcome the new month of May. We will explore the topic of seats. We will be

investigating where we sit in school; what different types of seats are there? How are

they the same and different? What kind of seats help people move? What are the parts

of a seat? Can we make a seat?

We want to THANKS you for your continued support in nurturing your child's education

and growth with us. Remember that we continue our services and support in the summer.

Ms. Miguelina & Ms. Williams

EARLY HEAD START
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PARENT MEETING 

MINUTES

POLICY COUNCIL

UPDATES

No Parent Meeting

Minutes to add at this

time.

Goodbye Preschool, Hello Kindergarten -

YouTube

https://youtube.com/watch?v=r1afBvHi5ro 

April Policy Council met via Zoom on April 28, 2022. Quorum was established with 13 present. 

Annette Becklan, Head Start Mental Health Consultant, presented and trained the members with a thorough

presentation on Social and Emotional Mental Health.

The March meeting minutes were approved. The Budget and Credit Card statements were approved. The

Enrollment, Attendance and Snack reports were approved. 

Jennifer Fowler presented request for Parent Activity Funds that were approved. 

Heidi Rand presented on ACF-PI-HS-22-02 on Head Start Funding Increase. This was presented for

information purposes only and voting not required. Heidi stated that the focus for the pay increase will go the

Teachers and Teacher Assistants. Management is working on the budget to eliminate center positions to help

divide the funds.

Staffing Reports were presented for information purposes. All Service Area and Center Reports were

presented and approved.  

Seth Williams shared the update on writing the No Kids Hungry Grant. He shared that the grant was

submitted before April 15th and waiting to hear if the program receives the funding. Until funding is received

we do not at this time have funds to provide backpack meals at this time. If approved the program will run for

25 weeks. Seth explained that the Sunshine Health grant was not approved. 

Next Policy Council meeting is Thursday, May 26, 2022. 

 

W e ’ r e  H i r i n g -

h t t p s : / / w w w . m i d f l o r i d a h e a d s t

a r t . c o m /

 

O p e n  e n r o l l m e n t  h a s  s t a r t e d !

 

I  w i l l  b e  h e r e  a l l  s u m m e r  i n

m y  o f f i c e  s e r v i n g  y o u  a n d

o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  a s  w e l l .  I f

y o u r  c h i l d  i s  r e t u r n i n g  n e x t

s c h o o l  y e a r ,  w e  n e e d  t o  m e e t

t o  r e v i e w  a n d  c o m p l e t e

p a p e r w o r k .  I f  y o u r  c h i l d  i s

t r a n s i t i o n i n g  t o  k i n d e r g a r t e n

a n d  y o u  n e e d  t h e i r  P h y s i c a l

a n d  I m m u n i z a t i o n s ,  p l e a s e

c o n t a c t  m e  f o r  s u p p o r t  a t

3 8 6 - 2 3 8 - 5 3 3 3  E x t  1 1 0 .

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1afBvHi5ro
https://www.midfloridaheadstart.com/

